characteristics of the higher taxa and of the type species or type member of each genus or group. For each group a few essential references are given to the relevant literature.
Major changes have been, first, the upgrading of many of the virus groups from generic to family level; and secondly, the change of rules allowing the use of sigla and therefore giving official status to the majority of names already in use for plant viruses. Although the latter had the advantage of bringing plant viruses into the fold it resulted in the approval of names such as Potyvirus and Potexvirus which are based on words of no mean#pg to other than English speakers. if There is no doubt that this second boo-vAll be as indispensable as the first to every virologist faced with identifying and classifying new agents. Seeing the title of this book may provoke the reader to ask why it was writtenafter all one of the authors, Sir Charles H Stuart-Harris, has written and revised a highly regarded monograph on the subject of influenza. The reason is that some of the material in that book, on the epidemiology of influenza and the use of vaccines, needed updating. In addition, the knowledge of the basic biology of the virus has surged ahead rapidly so it was logical to bring in an author who is an expert in that field. The result is a book which aims to give a comprehensive and up-to-date view of its subject.
There are chapters on subjects from virus structure and antigens, to epidemiology and vaccination. There is also a chapter on clinical features of the disease, but none on the pathology of the disease. However, the book is quite short so it is inevitable that a great deal of the literature is omitted; this is particularly so of earlier work, although there are substantial reference lists to many chapters. The book is thus a personal selection by two of the leading experts of our day ofwhat they think is most important in our present knowledge about this troublesome and fascinating virus.
It is a successful and valuable work. The text is generally easy to read and there are some appropriate and well-reproduced black and white illustrations. It can be highly recommended to anyone after he has read standard clinical or laboratory texts. With this monograph as a base he will have a sound and balanced perspective with which to assess the more detailed monographs and original papers he may wish to consult later. Press 1976 There have been many international meetings on influenza, notably in recent years the series of workshops sponsored by the NIH and reported in the Journal of Infectious Disease and elsewhere. One might well ask of the organizers of this one -Why have another one? Their answers would have been firstly that they wanted to have a truly multidisciplinary discussion on the possible occurrence of pandemic influenza and how to control it, something which is much more easily imagined than achieved, and secondly that they wished to include a discussion of the socioeconomic aspects of the production and distribution of vaccines and other antiviral substances. The meeting was small, informal and residential and therefore promoted good discussion, and it is therefore important that both the papers and an abstract of the discussion are included in this book. The contributors are all internationally known and there were sessions on surveillance and early warning, on pathogenesis, on virus structure, on prevention and control of the disease and on public health issues. The participants tried to agree on the most important points for further work and these are summarized also and, as a tailpiece, there is a report on the swine influenza outbreak in the USA which was taking place during this meeting, though the participants did not know it.
The general standard of the papers is high and the book is therefore a useful up-to-date summary of present knowledge on the epidemiology and methods of prevention of epidemic influenza; it makes it clear that pandemic influenza could occur again and we ought to continue to work on the methods to be better prepared to deal with such an outbreak. The section on the administrative, social and financial aspects of implementing a nationwide programme is probably unique and would be of particular interest to those in public health and industrial medicine. It should also be read by virologists and vaccine manufacturers who think that they have all the problems.
A good book of interest to many. 
